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Barrhill Community Interest Company
Annual General Meeting

4™ June 2025
Barrhill Memorial Hall

7.00pm

Members Present: Ann Robertson, Celia Strain, Andree Cook, Kenneth McLaren, Jean
Shaw, Jamie Burgess, Jenny Murray, Julie Griffiths, Elizabeth Ottaway, Lynn Douglas-
Buck, Lynne Burgess, Martin Rennie, Pearl McGibbon, Patrick Buck, Dawn Hutchins,
Robert Robertson, Richard Brown, Sally Vokes, Paul Vokes, Sheena Clegg, Gillian Young,
John Thomson, Joanne Rennie (by proxy), Malcolm Pool (by proxy), Bill Ottoway, Richard
Andrew Clegg

Apologies: John Strain, Philip Hutchins
In attendance: Katie Barnwell, Foundation Scotland
1. Welcome and Apologies

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies were noted. The meeting was
confirmed to be quorate.

2. Approval of Minutes

Kenneth McLaren moved to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Jamie
Burgess.

The minutes were approved.
3. Chair’s Report
The Chair delivered his report, which covered the period 30 June 2023 to 30 June 2024.

Looking to the future, the Chair discussed the work that has been undertaken by BCIC
regarding investigating options for investing the funds held by BCIC. This has included
meeting with 4 potential investment managers and discussing options as a board. The
Chair invited members to provide feedback on their thoughts on this. The Chair also



discussed the Net Zero Village project, which while still in an early stage of development
is expected to provide benefit for the village. The project is likely to see funding offered
to residents of Barrhill to increase the energy efficiency of their homes.

The Chair thanked the Barrhill Events Group for their work in delivering events for the
village. The Chair also thanks Alex Calff, former BCIC director for his contribution to the
board, and wished him well in his international move.

The Chair thanked fellow directors, the donor ScottishPower Renewables, and
Foundation Scotland.

4. Treasurer’s Report.

The Treasurer provided a treasurer’s report for 2023/24. The Treasurer highlighted that
income was higher this year due to receiving funding for two years within the year
2023-24.

The Treasurer noted that BCIC started the year with £365,760.58 held in accounts. The
balance held on 30 June 2024 was £967,147.

The Treasurer noted that during the year, grants of £475 were awarded to all eligible
households for winter fuel costs, grants were made to BDT to maintain and develop
village assets, bursaries were awarded to 6 recipients and funds were provided for
various community events.

The Treasurer noted that directors are all volunteers and receive no renumeration for
the work they do.

5. Members Votes — Special Resolution 1
One vote against, the remainder in favour.

The special resolution to amend Article 15 of the Barrhill Community Interest Company
Articles of Association to state:

“Subject to paragraph (2), no majority decision shall be taken at a meeting of Directors
unless a majority (rounded up) of Directors (the “relevant quorum?”) participate in the
meeting and are entitled to vote on the matter on which a majority decision is to be
taken.”

was passed.
7. Retiral and Re-election of Directors

Before the vote the Chair checked whether anyone had any questions. Those directors
seeking re-election were displayed on the screen.

As this was an uncontested election, members were able to vote using a show of
hands.



Pearl McGibbon and Liz Ottoway were re-elected as directors.

8. Any other business

Qs:

A representative from Barrhill Events Group queried if BCIC had held further
discussions on funding events delivered by the events group. The Chair responded
asking the events group to submit an application through Foundation Scotland.

A member noted that summaries of BCIC board meetings were previously posted in the
village hall and online. This is to be restarted shortly.

A member asked about the work BCIC has undertaken regarding investment
management, and queried if BCIC has multiple bank accounts? The Treasurer explained
that BCIC has several bank accounts, and attempts to maximise interest where it can.
The Chair added that there is always risk associated with investing and that BCIC
members could provide any thoughts on the matter to the board.

A member asked if BCIC was the correct organisation to ask about the Martyr’s Tomb
walk. Another member responded that the Barrhill Development Trust would be more
relevant to raise this query with.

A member asked if BCIC had ever considered funding TV licenses for over 75s in the
village. The Chair responded that they would discuss further.

Members asked if ethical investments were being considered. The board confirmed that
this was a consideration when investigating options.

A member raised a question regarding community engagement, and if the needs and
wants of the village are collated anywhere. The Chair responded that various partners
within the village are currently investigating options for developing a Community Action
Plan.

The meeting was closed with the Chair thanking all members present for attending.



